
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Holy Communion 
December 8, 2019 

 

 
 

Introduction to the Day 

 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, 

who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the 
darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of 

Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge 
who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We 

wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the 
lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the 

Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to 
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 

 
ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

121 N. SPRING STREET 
MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 17057-1497 

Worship Services: Sundays 10:00 a.m.; 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m., Saturdays 5:00 p.m. 



 

  THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH 

THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE 

        St. Peter’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation 
joining with Reconciling Works. 
 
        As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome and 
invite all of God’s people regardless of age, race, ethnicity, 
physical or mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or economic status. 
 
 

SERVING OUR CHURCH          December 7/8, 2019         
Presiding          Pastor Richard Eckert 
Intern/Preaching                              Vicar Chad Butz 
Guest Musician(s)                   Beverly Palmer                                     
Acolytes              Adam Evans, Ella Young, 
        Landon Young, Josh Sutherly 
Altar Guild                                        Gail Hossler 
Assisting Minister – December 7                Sharon Beard 
                     December 8               Roger Erickson   
Bread Baker                   Wafers 
Bulletin Assemblers                      Darlene & Lee Shaffer 
Children’s Church         Kathy & Emily Eckert 
Communion Assistants         Marianne Moore & Paul Stevick 
Communion Cups                  Jodie Evans & Pat Erickson 
Communion Ushers                Gerald Staub & Mary Lingle 
Greeter(s)                        Julie Starliper & Family 
Lector                                   Sara Starliper 
Opening Church (December)                       Mary Lingle 
Closing Church (December)            Stephanie Ponnett 
Scrip Assistant                         Stephanie Ponnett 
Ushers (December)           Robert Reider, Larry Lingle, 
                  Ray Thompson, David Hawkins, Don Hossler 

 

 
The + indicates the liturgy for Saturday night.



 

GATHERING 
 

+WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS/MINISTRY MOMENT 

 
PRELUDE         Behold, He Comes  G. Blake 
 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Stand as you are able 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the parent who rouses us from slumber, 
the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, 
the deliverer who sets us free. 
Amen. 
 
Let us come before the living God in confession. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, 
we open our hearts to you, O God. 
Search us and know us. 
Reveal all that we keep inside. 
To you, O God, we confess our sins, 
known and unknown. 
Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us in your ways of justice and peace. 
Make us reflections of the radiant love 
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Beloved children of the Most High, 
you are gathered before the righteous judge 
who has mercy on all. 
Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, 
where sin is washed away in the river of life. 
Dwell peacefully in the loving arms 
of the one who nurtures all creation. 
Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven 
in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, 

☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Amen. 



 

GATHERING SONG     The King Shall Come         Hymn 260  
    
+GREETING AND RESPONSE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 
Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance 
and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
Please be seated.  

 
WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s 
royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign 
with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and 
peaceful coexistence. 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike 
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt 
around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 



 

like the ox.8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as 
a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a 
shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the  
poor, who will deliver the needy and crust the oppressor, who 
will stand as a signal of hope for all people. 
As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of 
repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony 
with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus 
Christ, the hope of all nations.  
 
O people of hope, come, 
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
 
Light Two Candle [verse 2]  ELW #240 
 
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:   
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
Gently lead them homeward. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has 
been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and 
encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of 



 

the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and 
in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and 
sing praises to your name”; 10and again he says, “Rejoice, 
O Gentiles, with his people”;11and again, “Praise the Lord, all 
you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”;12and again 
Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to 
rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
Stand as you are able 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn      Hymn 242, verse 2 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling 
people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 



 

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then 
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
After the Children’s Sermon the children will go to Luther Hall for Children’s 
Church.  They will return for Communion. 

 
+SERMON  
 
Stand as you are able  
HYMN OF THE DAY  On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist Cry 

   Hymn 249 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

Please be seated for the prayers.  
 +PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
…Lord, in your mercy.    Hear our Prayer. 
 
+SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
Please stand and share the peace with those around you. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
Eucharistic Meal 

All are invited to share in Holy Communion. Come at the direction of the 
ushers and receive the Host from the pastor and receive the Cup from the 
communion assistants. Acolytes will give you a cup, after receiving Holy 
Communion return the cup to the acolyte.  Grape juice is available at the 
acolyte station for those who choose it. Children may come forward for a 
blessing and the Bread. If you are unable to move to the chancel for Holy 
Communion, the pastor will serve you at your seat. Gluten free wafers are 
available. Please let the Pastor know if you need a Gluten free wafer as you 
approach to receive the host. 
 

 OFFERING 
   OFFERTORY MUSIC   The Advent Chorale     Mendelssohn 
  G.F. Handel         
   OFFERTORY RESPONSE    Come Now, O Prince Of Peace 
                                                         Hymn 247 (verse 1) 
 
 +OFFERING PRAYER  

Giver of every good thing, 
we set before you the gifts that you have already given 
to sustain our lives and to share with others. 
Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is in it, 
and let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast 
you prepare for all who hunger. 
Amen. 
 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
+PREFACE          
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
+PROPER PREFACE 
 
SANCTUS            Page 162 
 
+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
+LORD’S PRAYER    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
+INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. 
Feast at the banquet of hope and love. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
+LAMB OF GOD          Page 164 
Please be seated. 
 
+COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS     
Meditative Music will be played during Holy Communion. 
 



 

Stand as you are able 
+BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

   The body of Our Lord Jesus and his precious blood strengthen 
and keep you in true faith to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
 +PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 God of abundance, 
 we give you thanks that in this holy meal 
 you have invited us to feast with you and one another. 
 May the taste of your love remain with us, 
 and may our words and our work in your name 
 invite others into your bountiful grace. 
 Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, 
 even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. 
 Amen. 
 

Sending 
+BLESSING 
May God, who gathers us in love, 
lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. 
May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, 
lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom. 
May God, who fills us with good things, 
lead you in pathways of equity and abundance. 

The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

be upon you and remain with you forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   Prepare The Royal Highway    Hymn 264 
 

   +DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Christ is with you.   
Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE           Festal Hymn              Scott Devin  

 
 



 

 

 
The Lamp Candle for the month of December  

is dedicated in memory of Pinky  
by Lillie Krupilis 

and  
in memory of Catherine Denk 

by Regina Heagy. 
 

The Altar Greens are dedicated  
in loving memory of Lamar Smink  

by daughter, Debbie & family 

 

 
 

Guest musicians for December – Thank you!! 
December 8th – Beverly Palmer 
December 15th - Spirit & Truth 

Light Breakfast will be offered on the 15th at 9:00am 
with the Children’s Musical to follow at 9:20am in the Sanctuary. 

December 22nd – Beverly Palmer 

 
ST. PETER’S STAFF 

Everyone Serving and Caring for Others 
The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert, Pastor 

Vicar Chad Butz, Intern 
Bennett Williams, Coordinator of Music Ministry 

Yaa Christopher, Coordinator of Community, Youth and Family Ministry 
Amy Heckman, Coordinator of Church Care & Administration 
Church Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. – noon. Monday – Thursday 

(717)944-4651 
 

Web site: www.stpetersmiddletown.org 
E-mail address: ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org 

WMSS 91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am.  


