
 

SERMON MESSAGE 
“Not Alarmed” 
April 4, 2021  

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: 
Mark 16:1-8 | Isaiah 25:6-9 

I Corinthians 15:1-11  
 

The Resurrection of Christ calls forth the deepest realities of 
our faith and speaks to our deepest fears and sorrows. Easter 
stands as the chief cornerstone (Psalm 118:22) of our 
proclamation of God’s enduring mercy, grace, forgiveness, 
salvation and life that conquers the power of death (Isaiah 
25:8; I Corinthians 15; 3-8; Mark 16:7). 
 
The Resurrection of Christ comes to us as we live under the 
shroud that is cast over all people, the sheet that is spread 
over our experiences of disappointment, hatred, anger, 
injustice, violence, illness, poverty, fear, loss, loneliness, 
betrayal and death. 
 
In Christ’s resurrection, we are given the gift of speaking of 
people’s harsher realities in the powerful light of good news 
proclaimed when the large stone is rolled back and the tomb 
is empty and the one dressed in a white robe proclaims Jesus 
is not here, he has been raised and is going ahead of you to 
Galilee. 
 
The salvation proclaimed in today’s lessons and most clearly 
seen in Christ’s resurrection, is not only the end of death. 
Resurrection does not only represent an escape hatch into the 
afterlife. The Hebrew and Greek words for salvation are 
founded in a sense of deliverance now, restoration now, 
wholeness now as present in our lives bringing healing, hope, 
peace, assurance, love and life...now, here, today, everywhere. 



 

We know this present presence of the Risen Christ now and 
look toward life’s continuation beyond death because of the 
enduring mercy, love and life of God is with us, upon us, 
around us and within us. 
 
The loving power that raised Jesus does not only promise us 
eternal life after death. We are also promised in the present 
all the possibilities that emerge from being forgiven, 
possibilities that emerge from grace though which we are 
being formed in faith, possibilities from the one who is going 
ahead of us, called us into life, service, sacrifice, foot washing, 
healing and being present in the community and 
neighborhood for good. 
 
Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 
 

This proclamation lifts us and delivers us into a grace filled 
awareness that Christ is present with us now and the Holy 
Spirit stirs us now. We are delivered not only from life 
through death into new life in the place Christ preparers for 
us. 
 
We are also delivered from life into life. Into the places Christ 
calls us to share the Gospel and be Christ’s body for the sake 
of all others in the world. 
 
In Mark 16, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 
Salome come to the tomb very early on the first day of the 
week to anoint the body of Jesus. They ask each other who 
will roll the large stone away. They are delivered by God 
because looking up they see the very large stone is already 
rolled back. In Mark 5-8 we read;  
 

As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 
they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be 



 

alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 
Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you.” So 
they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had Seized them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid. 

 
They said nothing to anyone. This seems shocking, but the 
most ancient manuscript of Mark ends with v. 8. There are 
other endings to Mark’s Gospel which were added later. One 
is called the shorter ending and another the longer ending. 
Both of these endings speak of how the Resurrection of 
Christ is shared with the disciples. 
 
I believe this original ending stands on its own. I hear this 
ending as an invitation to be amazed. It is an invitation to feel 
the power, the awe of deliverance from death to life and 
recognize again how unknown and profound this love of 
Resurrection really is. This ending can renew us and rattle us 
out of lethargy and complacency. Being born, dying and 
receiving new life in Jesus Christ is a mystery to us that 
reveals our frailty, but also shows we and all other are loved 
by God. 
 
What we receive today is the all embracing love of Christ. 
The love of Christ living and laboring in every moment, place 
and circumstance. Laboring and living in every act of love, in 
every beauty shared, in every act of mercy and justice, every 
kindness, every struggle and hope, raising human beings and 
all creation into the fullness of life. 
 
The Risen Christ is loose in the world, active even in people 
and places where is name is not known, believed, loved or 
honored. Christ is present even in the midst of the violence in 
Washington,DC on Good Friday or in Atlanta, Georgia, 
Boulder, Colorado or Orange County, California. Our 



 

sanctuaries, creeds and confessions cannot hold the loving 
grace of Christ. 
 
We do not come to church on Easter to hear proofs or 
explanations. We come to hear that Christ calls us by name, 
loves us, fills our hearts, heals our grief, and removes our 
regrets and anxieties in the assurance of Christ’s loving 
embrace. 
 
We ache for Christ’s great love to shake up the sameness of 
routine and save us from the despair of expecting nothing 
special in our days. In Christ’s Resurrection, the truth is that 
each moment is a special opportunity to not focus on the 
large stones in our way, but to focus on where God is 
removing stones, rocks and walls to deliver us for service, to 
deliver us to bring peace into turmoil, to deliver us to bring 
Christ’s love to wherever there is hate or fear. We are 
delivered in Christ’s Resurrection to love which is truly 
abundant like now. 
 
As a congregation we are being delivered by Jesus Christ to a 
new time and opportunity. The Congregational Council and 
Call Committee and all of us at the call of Christ are taking 
the first steps toward calling a Deacon (Minister of Word and 
Service) to steward our Together Community Ministry. 
 
With the cross of Jesus Christ before us and upon us, Christ 
delivers us into the heart of our neighborhood and 
community for the sake of invitation, welcome, affirmation, 
hospitality and love for the sake of all those, everyone, who 
Christ so dearly loves. 
 


