
 

SERMON MESSAGE 
“Cedar Tree; Mustard Seed”  

June 13, 2021  
3rd Sunday After Pentecost 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

Ezekiel 17:22-24 | Mark 4:26-34 
 
O God you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. 
Those are the opening words of our Prayer of the Day. 
 
In Ezekiel the tree of life is a promise of new life to the 
Hebrew people in captivity in Babylon: they are in exile and 
some of them witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Davidic monarchy. In the shelter of the mighty cedar they will 
be safe and brought home. 
 
Jesus is the Tree of Life. In Christ’s crucifixion on the cross, 
death and resurrection we are safe and brought home in Jesus’ 
saving grace. 
 
In Revelation 22:1&2 we hear again about the life giving tree 
of life  

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the 
city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with 
its 12 kinds of fruit, producing its” fruit each month; 
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. 
 

In contrast to the Tree of Life is the Mustard seed. Jesus says 
in Mark 4  

With what can we compare the kingdom of God...? It 
is like a mustard seed, which, when sown in the 
ground, is the smallest of all seeds on earth; yet when it 



 

is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of 
shrubs. 
 

Mustard seed shrub and noble cedar tree both give shelter to 
the birds of the air. Small or big give shelter. 
 
The mustard plants grow from the small seeds. We have 
planted them and they grow into plants with yellow flowers. 
The mustard seed is a spice and can be pressed into mustard 
oil and the leaves can be eaten as mustard greens. The 
mustard herb plant dates back 5,000 years and has many 
medicinal uses.The mustard plants we grow spread out and 
take over areas where we did not sow mustard seeds and 
grow back each year strong and vibrant. 
 
So the Kingdom of God is like a small mustard seed growing 
into plants and a shrub that gives shelter, protection and life 
for everyone. God cares about birds, the whole garden, us, the 
little ones and all people so that all have shelter and are not 
lost. 
 
The community of people that Mark first addressed was not 
growing. Instead the Roman government scapegoated, 
blamed, persecuted and killed many of the early believers 
thoughtlessly treating them like throwaway, useless seeds. 
Roman tyrants presumed they were on the side of the gods, 
ridding the world of these troublemakers and evildoers. But 
while the powerful slept, the crop grew. In spite of tyrants, 
oppressive rulers, despots, dictators or self promoting 
politicians the Kingdom of God’s justice prevailed, as the seed 
grew secretly and powerfully. 
 
We often think of the Kingdom of God as something we plant 
and cultivate until it grows how we want and yields the fruit 
we want, for the people we want. 
 



 

But Jesus insists that the Kingdom of God is like grain that 
grows, even though the farmer does not know how it 
happens. The Kingdom of God is like a mustarded that grows 
out of control, taking over the garden. It is not ours to 
manage. Our role is to participate in, grow with and rejoice in 
the diversity and change as God’s spreading Kingdom creates, 
invites and nurtures. 
 
Dr. Lori Suski, Superintendent of the Middletown Area 
School District created district wide task force on diversity, 
equity and inclusion which began meeting in July 2020. The 
group is made up of Middletown Area School District 
employees, students, parents and residents who accepted the 
call to action to end racial and social injustice in our 
community. 
 
They are doing this intentional work because they want to 
make MASD schools and our community places where 
everyone is respected, valued and accepted no matter their 
race, ethnicity, religion, disability or sexual orientation. 
Among their goals: 
 

1. To promote an environment of inclusivity for all 
students and families so that everyone feels 
welcomed, valued and respected. 
 

2. To “see color” and embrace it so that we teach 
students that although we may have physical 
differences, we all have the same basic human 
needs. 

 
In our congregation, following the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
being a reconciling in Christ Congregation, we are committed 
to the same goals of Dr. Suski and the task force. We give 
thanks for their work, we seek to support and join in their 
efforts. I am thankful that some of you are already part of this 



 

group. Marianne Moore told me about the group and its’ 
importance. 
 
As you have read in our church news we have concluded a 
zoom book study and discussion group centered on the topic 
of racial justice. The group, led by Marianne, completed 
reading Dr. Drew Hart’s book, Trouble I’ve Seen - changing 
the way the church views racism. A synod wide book study of 
Hart’s 2nd book, Who Will be a Witness? also concluded this 
past week. We give thanks that our congregation and synod 
are committed to working for racial justice and against all 
forms of prejudice against any person or group of people. 
Here are St. Peter’s we will begin a new book study of 
Michelle Alexander’s book, The New Jim Crow, on June 16 at 
11 AM. Please join us and if you have questions call Marianne 
or our church office for more information. 
 
A quote that we found enlightening and challenging from 
Hart’s first book involves Jesus teaching about how rulers of 
the Gentiles lord over others from their high positions of 
authority in Matthew 20:25. Hart writes: 
 

Jesus does not make lording over others an option for 
his disciples. People have found a way to call 
themselves Christians, which means to be 
Jesus-shaped, and still chase after power without 
thinking twice about it. Lording over others in our 
context normally occurs at the intersection of 
racialized, gendered, and economic oppression. 
 
In unison, the church must commit to ending all 
oppression. The church must become the people who 
renounce lording over others in all manners, whether 
white supremacy, patriarchy or economic domination. 
Instead, we must turn to the way of Jesus as the 
pathway to a new life. (p. 160)  



 

We pray, Almighty God, guide us in Christ’s path of doing 
justice, loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 
 
June is pride month and we welcome, celebrate and advocate 
for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and 
gender expression. This is a safe place for everyone and all 
people. This is a place of affirmation of all people. 
 
Paul reminds us in 2nd Corinthians 5:7, we walk by faith, not 
by sight. 
 
God has graciously planted us in God’s garden, not so much 
to tend the garden, but to aid and marvel at the garden’s wild 
and free growth. In spite of disease, COVID-19, death, 
division, anger, hatred, prejudging and everything else that 
threatens to choke out the growing kingdom, the tiny seed 
will surprise us all. Try as we might to force the kingdom to 
grow where we want it to grow and to shade those we want 
it to shade, the Kingdom of God is not ours to control. That is 
indeed good news and a life affirming call to us to nurture, to 
support, to grow into this diverse, multi-colored, each 
uniquely gifted garden growing the Kingdom of God and 
sharing love, grace and doing justice for the well being and 
safety of all people. 
 


