
 

SERMON MESSAGE 
“Listening is to Live” 

August 2, 2020 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

Isaiah 55:1-5 | Matthew 14:13-21 
 
Listening is to live. Speaking for God, the Prophet Isaiah says in 
chapter 55:3, listen, so that you may live. Life becomes abundant when 
we are listening to God. The call from God in this passage is to listen 
to God. The pattern and practice of listening to God is proclaimed in 
Psalm 46:10 Be still, and know that God is God. 
 
Listen means to pay attention to someone or something in order to 
hear and comprehend what is being said, sung or played. 
 
Listening is an act of humility. We attend to and focus on someone 
speaking, singing or playing an instrument. 
 
Listening is an act of waiting, Pausing to let the story or music unfold. 
 
Listening to another is to affirm what an individual is expressing is 
valuable to hear. 
 
Listening is to give ourselves and our focus to another. 
 
As the Biblical witness shows us our first and central listening is always 
to God. Not petitioning God with our needs and desires, but listening, 
being still to receive God as God - our Creator, our Savior, and our 
Advocate. 
 
Listening to God guides us to where God is calling us, leading us, 
forming us to be and forming us to do God’s work. It is essential that 
disciples of Jesus Christ are first listeners to God because that is to live 
in an abundant way. 
When we listen to God, we are sent out to listen to each other, to our 
neighbors, to all people, to listen to our whole family. We are also 



 

called by God to listen to the earth, this garden groaning, breathing, 
supporting and sustaining our lives. 
 
In Matthew 14, Jesus withdraws to a deserted place by himself because 
the disciples of John the Baptist tell Jesus that John has been murdered 
by Herod Antipas the ruler of Galilee and a puppet emperor of the 
Roman Empire. The powerful and brutal Roman Empire and the 
Jewish governor come in conflict with Jesus and John. They are in 
conflict with the loving merciful, grace-filled message of Jesus. Jesus is 
always standing against governments and institutions and leaders who 
undermine justice, pervert truth and do not work and serve for the 
welfare of all people. As Rome and the Jewish hierarchy did to John, 
they will do to Jesus. They will murder him on the cross. 
 
Having listened to the disciples of John with the horrible news they 
brought, Jesus is seeking to withdraw, to be by himself, to listen and to 
pray. The creator and the Holy Spirit are with Jesus. But the crowds 
hear where he is going and follow him. Instead of prayer, Jesus has 
compassion on them and preaches and heals. 
 
As in so many instances in his ministry and in contrast to brutal 
governments and human institutions that do not serve everyone, Jesus 
lays aside his need. Jesus puts aside what he could do for himself. Jesus 
turns away for some moments to give thanks for John the Baptist and 
serves, heals others, gives his life for the sake of the lives of others and 
gives compassion. 
 
Listening to Jesus, the disciples had a problem. They were in a deserted 
place in Matthew 14 and the great crowd needed food. They believed 
they had nothing to give to the crowd. The hour was late and their 
solution was to send the crowds away so that people could go into the 
villages and buy food themselves. 
 
Jesus says They need not go away; you give them something to eat 
(14:16). 
 
Their reply, We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish (14:17) 
 
They believed they had nothing to give to others. 
 



 

Do we believe we have nothing to give to others or maybe not enough 
to give to others? 
 
Sometimes we live as if our possessions are valuable, yet possessions 
are nothing in comparison to the riches of the grace of God. We are so 
blessed that we are called to listen to God, so that we may live. 
 
When the disciples tell Jesus they do not have enough to feed the 
crowd, Jesus shows them that what is available is plenty, an abundance. 
 
Blessing and breaking the five loaves and two fish Jesus gives the food 
to the disciples, the disciples give the food to the crowd - all ate and 
were filled. They took up the broken pieces and there were twelve full 
baskets. Those who ate were about 5,000 men, besides women and 
children.  

  

In this miracle Jesus reveals his life giving and life renewing power by 
feeding hungry people. Our ministries when we feed people are based 
on Christ’s call and example to feed the hungry - such as our 
participation in the Middletown Food Pantry and our partnership with 
the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank. The meals given to the children 
in our after school program, Youth Corps and other family groups are 
examples of Christ’s work in our hands. 
 
This feeding miracle of Jesus points to Holy Communion where we are 
fed the meal of Christ’s body and blood that satisfies more than our 
physical hunger but is the foretaste of the heavenly feast to come. In 
Holy Communion, we are forgiven and sent out in the world to listen 
to others and to serve in the name of Christ. 
 
The essential message is that the Lord provides enormous gifts 
to us and to all people, when we share there is abundance, there 
is enough for everyone. Live simply so others can simply live. 
 
In Isaiah 55 the call is everyone who thirsts, come to the waters and 
you that have no money, come buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. In Isaiah, wine is given away freely. 
Wine was not only the safest drink in the ancient world, but it signifies 
community celebration, living together and sharing relationship with 
others. 



 

 
How much does it cost to listen to God. Isn’t the opportunity to listen 
to God one of the most abundant and life giving gifts God pours upon 
us? 
 
John Lewis, the Civil Rights leader who served in the House of 
Representatives died on July 17. John wrote an essay shortly before his 
death and it was published in the New York Times. 
 
I believe as we listen to Isaiah 55 and Matthew 14, John Lewis’ words 
are a call to listen to God, to listen to each other and all people. It is a 
call to feed the hungry, to respect and protect the dignity of everyone 
created in God’s gracious image. 
 
John wrote and I quote: 
 
While my time here has now come to an end, I want you to know that in the last days 
and hours of my life you inspired me. You filled me with hope about the next chapter 
of the great American story when you used your power to make a difference in our 
society. Millions of people motivated simply by human compassion laid down the 
burdens of division. Around the country and the world you set aside race, class, age, 
language and nationality to demand respect for human dignity. 
 
Like so many young people today, I was searching for a way out, or some might say 
a way in, and then I heard the voice of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on an old radio. 
He was talking about the philosophy and discipline of nonviolence. He said we are 
all complicit when we tolerate injustice. He said it is not enough to say it will get better 
by and by. He said each of us has a moral obligation to stand up, speak up and speak 
out. When you see something that is not right, you must say something. You must do 
something. Democracy is not a state. It is an act, and each generation must do its part 
to help build what we called the Beloved Community, a nation and world society at 
peace with itself. 
 
Voting and participating in the democratic process are key. The vote is the most 
powerful nonviolent change agent you have in a democratic society. You must use it 
because it is not guaranteed. You can lose it. 
 
Continue to build union between movements stretching across the globe because we 
must put away our willingness to profit from the exploitation of others. In my life I 



 

have done all I can to demonstrate that the way of peace, the way of love and 
nonviolence is the more excellent way. 
 
When historians pick up their pens to write the story of the 21st century, let them say 
that it was your generation who laid down the heavy burdens of hate at last and that 
peace finally triumphed over violence, aggression and war. So I say to you, walk with 
the wind, brothers and sisters, and let the spirit of peace and the power of everlasting 
love be your guide. 
 
Listening to God is to live. 
 
Listening to each other and all people is a vital step in God’s work of 
overcoming hate, prejudice, violence and fear with love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self control 
(Galatians 5:22-23). There is no law against such things. God has 
placed this work of love, peace, kindness and justice in our hands. 
 
Listening to live, 
Pastor Eckert 

 


