
 

 

9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2020 

 
 

 
 
 

Introduction to the Day 

 
In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty 
to receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry 

multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the Eucharistic 
table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world 
today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give 

ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 
 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
121 N. SPRING STREET 

MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 17057-1497 
Worship Services: Wednesday 10am, Saturday 5pm  

and Sunday 10am 



 

 

THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH 

THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE 

God’s Purpose for St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is 
 to listen to God and one another, to invite, welcome, 

 and serve our neighbors in the community.  
(Purpose statement adopted by Church Council 10/2016) 

 
        St. Peter’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation 
joining with Reconciling Works. As a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation, we welcome and invite all of God’s people 
regardless of age, race, ethnicity, physical or mental abilities, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or economic 
status. 
 

SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE IN THE LITURGY 

 
Presiding and Preaching                      Pastor J. Richard Eckert 

        Musicians                                        Martha Black, Emily Walak,  
                                                                         Bennett Williams  

 

Our 10am worship service is broadcast on  
WMSS 91.1FM at 11am.  

 

 

Throughout the COVID19 Season, we will not have 
congregational responses or singing. The words to the 
music are listed under the music title for you to follow 

along. 

 



 

 

GATHERING 
+WELCOME    
 
PRELUDE     You Are So Good To              Spirit & Truth 
(VERSE 1) 
You are so good to me, You heal my broken heart 
You are my Father in Heaven 
You are so good to me, You heal my broken heart 
You are my Father in Heaven 
(VERSE 2) 
You ride upon the clouds, You lead me to the truth 
You are the Spirit inside me 
You ride upon the clouds, You lead me to the truth 
You are the Spirit inside me 
(CHORUS) 
You are beautiful my sweet, sweet song 
You are beautiful my sweet, sweet song 
You are beautiful my sweet, sweet song 
And I will sing again 
(BRIDGE) 
You are my strong melody, yeah 
You are my dancing rhythm 
You are my perfect rhyme 
I will sing of You forever 
(VERSE 3) 
You poured out all Your blood, You died upon the cross 
You are my Jesus who loves me 
You poured out all Your blood, You died upon the cross 
You are my Jesus who loves me, yeah 
(CHORUS) 
 
Please stand as you are able 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 



 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
GATHERING SONG  Praise and Thanksgiving  ELW 689 
                                                                                       v. 1,3,4 
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
 for all things living, you have made good: 
 harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
 hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 
 



 

 

3 Father, providing food for your children, 
 by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 
 one with another, so that, rejoicing 
 with us, all others may know your care. 
 
4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 
 freely confessing your gracious hand. 
 Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 
 your love sustaining showers the land. 
 

+GREETING AND RESPONSE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, 
and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger 
for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this 
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 HYMN OF PRAISE   Oh, Sing to the Lord     ELW 822 v. 2,4,5 
2 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
4 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
5 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 



 

 

WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. 
God also promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with 
promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a 
witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in 
which God has glorified Israel. 
 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen,so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, 
sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing. (Ps. 145:16) 
 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 



 

 

  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works.  
 18You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully. 
 19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 
  you hear their cry and save them. 
 20You watch over all those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 
 21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.  

Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the 
place of Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s 
heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, 
being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine 
promises. 
1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my 
conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow 
and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are 
Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God 
blessed forever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Alleluia, Give Thanks  
                                                                           Spirit & Truth 



 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His Name. (Repeat) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, 
his compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, 
and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles. 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the 
Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on 
foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their 
sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, 
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food 
for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; 
you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, 
“Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was 
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those 
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise To You, O Christ 
 
Please be seated 
+SERMON 
 
 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Break Now the Bread of Life    
                                                                         ELW 515 v 1,2,3  
 
1 Break now the bread of life, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 
 Beyond the sacred page 
 I seek you, Lord; 
 my spirit waits for you, 
 O living Word. 
2 Bless your own word of truth, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 as when you blessed the bread by Galilee. 
 Then shall all bondage cease, 

all fetters fall; 
 and I shall find my peace, 
 my All-in-All! 
3 You are the bread of life, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 your holy word the truth that rescues me. 
 Give me to eat and live 
 with you above; 
 teach me to love your truth, 
 for you are love. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 



 

 

ANTHEM             Blessed Be Your Name  Spirit & Truth 
Blessed be your name  
when the sun’s shining down on me 
When the world’s all as it should be,  
Blessed be Your name And blessed be Your name  
on the road marked with suffering 
Though there’s pain in the offering,  
Blessed be Your name 
 
PRE-CHORUS 
Every blessing You pour out  I’ll turn back to praise 
And when the darkness closes in,  Lord still I will stay 
 
CHORUS 
Blessed be the name of the Lord,  
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord,  
Blessed be Your glorious Name 
BRIDGE – SING TWICE 
You give and take away.  
You give and take away. 
My heart will choose to say, Lord blessed be Your name 
CHORUS 2X’s 
 
Please be seated 
SENDING HYMN  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
                                                                       ELW 807 v. 1,2,3 
1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 
 
 



 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
 
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
+DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with 
God.  Thanks be to God.  
 
*You may exit Luther Hall at this time or stay to enjoy the Postlude music 
 
POSTLUDE           Count On Me          Spirit & Truth 
If you ever find yourself stuck in the middle of the sea, 
I'll sail the world to find you 
If you ever find yourself lost in the dark and you can't see, 
I'll be the light to guide you 
Find out what we're made of 
When we are called to help our friends in need 
You can count on me like one two three I'll be there 
And I know when I need it I can count on you like four three 
two 
You'll be there 
'Cause that's what friends are supposed to do, oh yeah 



 

 

Whoa, whoa Oh, oh Yeah, yeah 
If you tossin' and you're turnin' and you just can't fall asleep 
I'll sing a song Beside you 
And if you ever forget how much you really mean to me 
Everyday I will Remind you Ooh 
Find out what we're made of 
When we are called to help our friends in need 
 
You can count on me like one two three 
I'll be there 
And I know when I need it I can count on you like four three 
two 
You'll be there 
'Cause that's what friends are supposed to do, oh yeah 
Oh, oh Yeah, yeah 
 
You'll always have my shoulder when you cry 
I'll never let go Never say goodbye 
You know you can 
 
Count on me like one two three I'll be there 
And I know when I need it I can count on you like four three 
two 
And you'll be there 
'Cause that's what friends are supposed to do, oh yeah Oh, oh 
You can count on me 'cause I can count on you 
 
~ Thank you to Bennett Williams, Martha Black & Emily Walak 

for providing our music this morning ~ 
 
 

The Middletown Food Pantry Sunday is the first Sunday of every 
month.  If you would like to give a monetary donation for the food 
pantry, the Care-a-Van or the Human Needs fund that would be 
greatly appreciated.  You can send a check to Middletown Interfaith 
Council, PO Box 207, Middletown, PA. 



 

 

The Lamp Candle for the month of August 
is dedicated in memory of all those 

celebrating birthdays in the month of August 
 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated in memory of 
Loved Ones 

by Ray Thompson 
and 

in memory of Alice Treichler 
by The Lippy Family 

 
The Bulletins are dedicated for the  

Gift of Loved Ones 
by Marie Fox 

 
ST. PETER’S KEYNOTES                            August 2, 2020      
We remember in our prayers those 80 years and older celebrating 
their birthdays in August: Carol Keiffer (2), Marie Fox (5), Doris 
Redman (12), Betty Kitzmiller (20), Walter Heagy (22), Marjorie 
Peiffer (23), William Fultz (28). 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 
Vince Allen, Savannah DeHart, Doug Hoy, Wesley Farner, Donald 
Graham, Chris Green, Sandy Hentz, Alice Hoke, Alex Joyce, Jim 
Joyce, Neal Kresge, Virginia Long, Richard McKibben, Sue 
Narramore, Dorsey Matson, Tina Polito, Blanche Reider, June Reigle, 
Erin Selcher, Mary Snavely, Jean Smink, Mildred Stauffer. 
 
*Names added to the prayer list will be removed at the end of 
each month, unless we are asked to keep the name on the list 
for an extended period of time. Please continue to update 
Pastor Eckert, he will update the congregation as appropriate* 
 

**SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES** 
Brandon Cook, Gabriel Goldsborough, Edgar Lopez,  

Hunter Magaro, Courtney Neal, John Pappas, Corbin Stetler, 
Colton Stone, Aaron Williams 

 



 

 
TO KEEP YOU INFORMED: 

GOT STUFF TO STORE?...We have a first floor storage room 
(10 ft. x 17.5 ft.) with a private entrance available now. Monthly cost 
is $50.  If you are interested contact Dave Brown, 717-580-9352 
 
SCRIP… will be available to purchase every Sunday after church 
 
HOLY COMMUNION will resume on Sunday, 8/9/20.  
There will be two options: 

1. After the Eucharistic Prayer, Pastor will give the Body of 
Christ to worshippers at church. He asks those who desire 
Holy Communion to cup their hands and he will place the 
Host in your hand without touching your hand. When Pastor 
has passed by, you will remove your mask, eat the Host and 
then put your mask back on. 
If you are present, but do not want to receive Holy 
Communion, do not hold your hands open with palms up. 
 

2. Another option for receiving Holy Communion is to invite 
those who desire Communion to drive through the parking 
lot from 12:05 to 12:20PM and stop where Pastor Eckert will 
be standing. He will place the Host in your hand as you sit in 
your car without touching your hand. We will wear masks and 
you can take the Host and move forward and pause to eat the 
Host before going home. 

 
 
IF YOU NEED TO TALK WITH SOMEONE….. 
Confidentially- call Pastor Eckert-717-944-4651, leave a message and 
your call will be returned. 
Confidentially and Anonymously-call CONTACT HELPLINE – 1-
800-932-4616 
Because you feel that you are going to harm yourself - call CRISIS 
INTERVENTION - Dauphin County-717-232-7511, Cumberland 
County-717-763-2222, Lancaster County-717-394- 2631. OR 911. 
Because you are struggling with anxiety and other challenging 
emotions and may need community-based resources - call 
STATEWIDE SUPPORT and REFERRAL HELPLINE of the Pa. 
Dept of Human Services 1-855-284-2494.  



 

 
Because you have drug/alcohol issues and would like to receive 
treatment from a provider.  Trained professionals staff the line 24/7 
365 days a year 1-800-662-4357 to get you the care you need. 
Because you need assistance with  budgeting, home ownership, 
parenting, and financial literacy education, to in-depth and wrap-
around services such as early learning, child and youth development, 
long-term case management, and neighborhood planning and 
revitalization, Tri County Community Action supporting families, 
strengthening communities, and eliminating poverty, call  717-616-
8443   201 Wyoming Street, Royalton 
 Because you need to know about resources and/or referrals for help 
(food pantries, help with utility bills, shelter etc) - CALL 211. 
 
Scripture Readings- Psalm 8, Psalm 23, Matthew 11:25-30, 
Philippians 4:4-9. 

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR PEOPLE STRUGGLING 

DURING COVID-19…CARES Rent Relief Program 

Need RENT RELIEF ? 
The federal CARES Rent Relief program (RRP)provides up to 
$750 a month to assist with back rent for those who lost substantial 
income (30% or more decrease) due to job loss or reduced hours 
during the COVID-19 pandemic (since March 1, 2020). Lessees 
seeking CARES RRP assistance must be able to provide the 
following information to demonstrate eligibility: - Tenant pay stubs 
or income statements from Jan. 2020 to the present; - Two forms 
filled out by the landlord indicating his/her agreement to participate 
in the program; - A copy of the lease to verify rent CARES RRP 
funds may be used to assist eligible households with up to six months 
of rent incurred between March 1, 2020 and December 30, 2020. The 
maximum amount of assistance provided per lessee per month is 
$750. CARES RRP details and applications are available by going to 
www.DauphinCountyRentRelief.org. Applications will be accepted 
by mail or drop-off at HELP Ministries, 413 S. 19th St. Harrisburg or 
by e-mail RRP@ccuhbg.org . The deadline to apply for assistance is 
September 30, 2020. For information on eligibility or questions on 
specific situations, please contact HELP Ministries at (717) 238-2851 
or RRP@ccuhbg.org. If you know of someone in need of mortgage 
assistance, please have them visit the CARES Pandemic Mortgage 

http://www.dauphincountyrentrelief.org/
mailto:RRP@ccuhbg.org
mailto:RRP@ccuhbg.org


 

 
Assistance Program on the Pennsylvania Housing Finance 
Association website: http://www.phfa.org/pacares/mortgage.aspx . 

The U.S. Census Bureau on July 11 indicates four in 10 U.S. 
households have not yet responded.  The extended deadline for the 
completed count is Oct. 31. Households can respond by mailing back the 

paper questionnaire they received, by responding online at 2020census.gov, or by 
phone at 844-330-2020 

ST PETER'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Treasurer Report for Keynotes 7/13/20 to 7/17/20  

Needed weekly = $6,466.00 
Needed Y T D (1) = $181,048.00 

Received last wk = $1,611.83 
Received Y T D = $177,065.85 
Expended last wk = $4,311.12 

Expended Y T D = $156,771.54 

YTD Receipts less Exp ($20,294.31) 

 
The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce that we have 
two very deserving recipients, who have been selected to receive a 
service-based scholarship, for the 2020-2021 academic year.  Adam 
Evans and Sara Starliper have both served St. Peter’s very well, in 
many volunteer capacities, over the years.  Adam will be attending the 
Pennsylvania State University at University Park and Sara will be 
attending the University of Rochester, to pursue postsecondary 
studies in the fall.  We will miss seeing you at church, but wish you all 
the best.  Congratulations Adam and Sara!     

 
SERVING ST. PETER’S  

Everyone Serving and Caring for Others 
 The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert, Pastor  

Moses Kavishe, Coordinator of Together 
Bennett Williams, Coordinator of Music Ministry  

Martha Black, Organist  
Amy Heckman, Coordinator of Church Care & Administration  

Website: www.stpetersmiddletown.org   (717)944-4651  
E-mail address: ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org  

WMSS 91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am. 

http://www.phfa.org/pacares/mortgage.aspx
https://link.axios.com/click/20859944.17217/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuMjAyMGNlbnN1cy5nb3YvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1uZXdzbGV0dGVyX2F4aW9zY2l0aWVzJnN0cmVhbT1jaXRpZXM/59e8b2441acbcde3488b57b0Bc71f30a0
http://www.stpetersmiddletown.org/
mailto:ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org

