
 

SERMON MESSAGE 
“All Belongs to God” 

October 18, 2020 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

Matthew 22:15-22 | Psalm 96:1-9  
Isaiah 45:1-7 | Thessalonians 1:1-10  

 
In these lessons God proclaims that God is in control of all 
creation and that everything and everyone belongs to God. 
 
In Isaiah 45, Cyrus, the Persian emperor is the one the Lord 
has anointed to end Israel’s exile in Babylon. Persia has a god 
of light and a god of darkness and Almighty God has 
sovereignty over both light and darkness. In verse 5 we read: 
  

I am the Lord, and there is no other;  
besides me there is no god. 
 

Cyrus, the Persian, conquers Babylon in 539 BC and liberates 
the captive Israelites.  

 
In Psalm 96:4-6 we read: 
 
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols. 

 
God’s rule is absolute. Therefore, people owe God absolute 
devotion, highest devotion, ultimate devotion to God alone. 
Jewish law calls upon the faithful to render the things of God 
unto God. 
 
This means all things, but especially oneself: 
 

you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind,  



 

and with all your strength, You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:30-31). 
 

Such an offering of oneself is why Paul praises the 
Thessalonians for they gave service to God and God’s justice 
always first and above all else. 
 

I Thessalonians 1:4-7: 
 

God has chosen you, because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.... 
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in 
spite of persecution you received the word with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an 
example to all believers, how you turned to God from 
idols to serve a living and true God. 
 

In Matthew 22, Jesus again faces conflict and the tension is 
focused on the power of God against humanity’s desire for 
power but also tension between religious and political 
authorities. 
 
In Matthew, those in authority feel threatened by Jesus’ 
teachings, Jesus embracing outcasts and sinners and his 
healing ministry. So in this lesson the Pharisees and 
Herodians, usually at odds with each other over power and 
authority, have joined forces against Jesus as a common 
political threat (Matthew 22:15-16).  
 
The Pharisees, devout Jews and teachers of the Jewish law, 
expect Jesus to reject paying Roman taxes, but in order to 
survive and maintain some power, they went along with 
many of the Roman laws and taxes were paid. In terms of 
Jewish law, they could have rejected paying taxes due to the 
image of Caesar on the coin or rejected taxation because of 
the exploitation of the poor. 



 

The Herodians are agents of Caesar and want Herod to have 
some authority under Roman control - so they would say pay 
the tax. 
 
The Pharisees and the Herodians hope that Jesus will say do 
not pay taxes to Rome and they could charge Jesus as a 
political rebel for refusing to pay taxes imposed by Roman 
law. 
 
Jesus answers: Give therefore to the emperor the things that 
are the emperor’s and to God the things that are God’s 
(Matthew 22:21). 
 
What an amazing answer Jesus gives. There are two ways to 
interpret Jesus’ words. 
 

1) Many hear this response as an endorsement of civil 
authority and submission to the demands of a 
government in power. Even in this interpretation Jesus 
asserts that we owe ultimate allegiance to God. For 
most of us, we can accept this point of view. We know 
and believe we will pay taxes to support the work of 
our government for the common good. Most of us are 
willing to pay our fair share of what tax owe. How a 
nation taxes its citizens reveals the moral character of 
the society. 
 
2) Another and probably the most correct 
interpretation for those of us who know and follow 
Christ is different. Jesus says Give to the emperor the 
things that are the emperor’s ...which rightly 
interpreted means give the emperor nothing for 
everything belongs to God. 

 
As a pastor, I do hear Jesus and I feel his judgement. I pay the 
taxes that I owe. I pay them for the sake of the common good 
of all citizens and to contribute my fair share. 



 

Still I hear Jesus, and I believe Christ calls us to resist and 
work for change when civil authority is found to be complicit 
with violence, unable to speak the truth, cannot be trusted to 
work for the good of all people, is unjust and perverts the law, 
and has no heart for the least, the poorest, the left out, the 
marginalized, people of color, refugees, the LGBTQIA 
community. Jesus calls us to work for justice and for the care 
of all people. 
 
But even beyond what we do or do not do is the deep truth of 
these lessons. God is indeed the one with all authority in 
heaven and on earth and in all creation. Civil authority will be 
held accountable when people with civic responsibilities 
thwart and pervert God’s intention to set the captive free, 
bring the last in, do justice and transform death into life. 
 
Trusting in God, we remember the Thessalonians and others 
like them who turned from idols, to serve the living and true 
God for the sake, welfare and life of all people. 
 
In Christian love, 
Pastor Eckert 
 


