
 

SERMON MESSAGE 
“To Know God” 
January 17, 2021 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: 
I Samuel 3:1-20 | I Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 | Psalm 139:1-6 & 13-18  
 
What do you know? 

Who do you know? 
What is the source of your knowing? 
 

The word know is used 8 times in our lessons for today and 
know is used in the Prayer of the Day and in our Confession. 
 
In Psalm 139:1 & 4 O Lord you have known me and you Lord 
know what we speak altogether. 
 
The Psalmist knows in v. 14 that she is marvelous made and 
God’s works are wonderful. 
 
The Old Testament word to know comes from the Hebrew 
root yada and it has a wider meaning than our English word 
know. To know in the Hebrew sense is to perceive, to learn, 
to understand, to do, to experience, to be willing to follow 
God. To know is not to be intellectually informed about some 
principle or history but to receive and experience reality, 
what is real, what is happening. To know is to receive and 
practice and live by and in the truth. Knowledge is not the 
possession of information, but rather the exercise and the 
doing of the truth. 
 
To know God is not to know about God in an abstract, 
impersonal manner, but to enter into God’s saving acts. 



 

Micah 6:8 is about knowing God: ...what is good and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to 
love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

So to know God is to act with justice, to work for justice, to 
work against racism and prejudice. To know God is not to 
look the other way or be silent in the face of injustice, lies, 
hatred and fear. 
 

To know God is Psalm 46:10- Be still and know that 
God is God. 
Exalted among the nations, 
Exalted in the earth. 

 
To know God is to listen to God, to understand God’s will 
and then to live in conformity with God’s will and do God’s 
work. 
 
So what do we know from these lessons about God? How do 
we experience God in these lessons and words? 
 
The opening words of todays first reading from I Samuel are 
unsettling and challenging. The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread. The days we are 
reading about in this lesson are the days when Samuel was a 
boy and he (Samuel) was ministering to the Lord under the 
guidance of Eli, the priest. It is unsettling to consider a time 
when the word of the Lord was rare or a time when visions 
were not widespread. In a time when visions are not 
widespread where do the people find a sense of meaning and 
purpose in their lives? 
 
The sons of Eli, the priest, moved away from God were 
without the word and had no vision, Chapter 2 of 1 Samuel 
sets forth all the sins and shortcomings of Eli’s sons. 
 



 

In I Samuel 2:12 Eli’s sons serving in the temple are described 
as scoundrels and that is what happens when the word of the 
Lord is rare. Hurtful name calling, demeaning other people 
and nations is behavior that happens in places where the 
word of the Lord is rare. 
 
It is my understanding of this passage that the rarity of the 
word of the Lord had more to do with the people than with 
God. The people were not listening, the people did not pay 
attention. The people did not care about the word of the 
Lord. 
 
Yes, the word of God has always been given, but it was rare 
because the people did not hear, nor listen, nor care about the 
word. They did not allow the word of God to inform and 
guide their lives. 
 
In today’s Old Testament lesson, Samuel and Eli respond to 
God. For Samuel, God offers a call to service. For Eli, the time 
for his service to God as priest has ended. They are listening 
to God. 
 
In a sense, Eli is a very faithful servant of the Lord to the end, 
because the call of God to Samuel means the end of Eli’s 
service as priest and his sons’ special place in the temple. 
Instead of not telling Samuel how to respond to God’s call, 
instead of trying to lead Samuel aways from God, instead of 
trying to block or redirect God’s will, instead of ignoring 
God’s will and judgement against him, Eli is faithful and 
obedient. In the silence, Eli listened to and heard God. 
 
In Psalm 139 we hear and experience that God knows us, 
everything about us and that we are knit together and 
marvelously made by God. God encompasses us, behind and 
before God’s hand is upon us and that is wonderful. We are 
loved into being and sent out to love each other and all 
people. 



 

To know God in the sense of Psalm 139 is to love, respect and 
care for all our siblings, who are everyone, everywhere. 
 
In I Corinthians 6 we hear and experience the grace and love 
of God in verse 19 & 20.... do you know know that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you which you have 
from God and that you are not your own, For you were 
brought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 
Listening to God and the Holy Spirit within we do justice, 
love kindness and walk humbly with God. 
 
In the Gospel lesson from John, Philip is listening to Jesus’ 
call to him to follow. Philip finds Nathanael and tells him 
about Jesus. At first Nathanael dismisses Jesus because he 
comes from Nazareth. This is an example of prejudice and 
demeaning and hurtful words. But Jesus calls him again and 
says that in him (Jesus), Nathanael will meet God. 
 
In the face of Nathanael’s not listening, Jesus continues to 
call. In the face of our not listening, Jesus continues to call. It 
is in following, in coming and seeing that we meet and are 
formed to know God for good in the world. 
 
On January 15 the church commemorates and remembers the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as an American prophet of 
justice among races and nations. As a follower of Jesus Christ 
his faith guided his advocacy of non-violent action for racial 
equality. A pastor of churches in Montgomery, Alabama and 
Atlanta, Georgia his witness was taken to the streets in 
Birmingham protesting against segregation. He preached 
non-violence and called people to return love for hate. He was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and was killed by an 
assassin on April 4, 1968. This commemoration is held on the 
date of King’s birth. On the liturgical calendar he is called a 
Renewer of Society and Martyr. Martyr because he died for 
his faith in Jesus Christ and his work for non-violence, peace 



 

and respect for all people. Not demeaning people, not labeling 
them undesirable or unwanted. A renewer of society is one 
whose faith guides them to make the world and life better for 
others. We do not have to be a president, senator, 
representative or have great wealth and power to make lives 
better. 
 
We can renew society and people’s lives in small humble, one 
person at a time ways by caring, serving, loving and 
sacrificing for others. You are, we are for the sake of God’s 
grace poured upon us each day... we are renewers of society. 
 
Two brief quotes from Rev. King reflect what we know, who 
we are and who we follow. 
 

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about 
the things that matter. 

 
Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, what are 
you doing for others? 

 
With Samuel and Eli, with Philip and Nathanael, with Martin 
Luther King, Jr we know we are called to renew society so 
that in these days the word of the Lord will be heard clearly 
and visions of justice and peace will be widespread and 
embodied by all people for all people. 
 

What do you know? 
What is the source of all knowing? 

Who do you know? 
We know the source of our being is Almighty God, creator. 
 
We know that the saving life, death, Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ as Savior of the world is Christ’s gift to all people. 
 



 

Who we know is Almighty God, the Holy Spirit within, 
around and beside us, stirring us to love, to justice, to 
kindness and to walk in humility with God. 
 
In Christian love, 
Pastor Eckert 
 
 


