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What is the overarching 
theme of Scripture?



For me it’s…



Justice



What does it mean to be Just?



Reaction



Reaction

• Do you believe 
that humans are 

God’s 
representative to 

the world?



Reaction

• What does it 
mean to be good? 

What does it 
mean to treat 

people like they 
are in the image 

of God?



Reaction

• What does 
restorative 

justice mean?



Reaction

• Justice and 
Righteousness are a BIG 

deal to God, do you 
agree?



Reaction

• Where in today’s 
society do you see 

that we are guilty of 
injustice?



Reaction

• “We all participate in 
injustice, either 

actively or passively”, 
what do you think 

about that?



Reaction

• Jesus compels us to act on 
behalf of others, and pushes 
us to “courageously make 
other people’s problems, 

our problems.”



ELCA: A Social Church?



Are We Really a Public Church?

The ELCA is called to be a public 
church. As we are “created by God in 
Christ, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, called and sent to bear witness 
to God’s creative, redeeming, and 
sanctifying activity in the world” we 
are propelled into the public to do 
ministry in our local civic contexts. 
This public often includes a variety of 
communal organizations, both 
secular and religious, with whom we 
work and in many cases share our 
physical resources. -David D. Grafton



Church in Society

My mother used to talk about a good 
Lutheran boy she knew while 
growing up who had “can you 
believe it, gone into politics?!” When 
I asked her why that was hard to 
believe, she said that she had been 
taught in church that it was 
misguided, even shocking, that 
Lutherans would get involved in that 
‘messy’ business. It was part of a 
‘kingdom’ with which Christians 
should have little to do. - Roger A. 
Willer



How do we know what is 
right?



ELCA Social Messages and 
Statements give us a good Start!



ELCA Social Message
Social messages of the ELCA are topical 
documents adopted by the ELCA 
Church Council to focus attention and 
action on timely, pressing matters of 
social concern to the church and 
society. They are used to address 
pressing contemporary concerns in 
light of the prophetic and 
compassionate traditions of Scripture 
and do not establish new teaching or 
policy. Rather, they build upon 
previously adopted teaching and 
policy positions, especially from social 
statements.



Social Statements
ELCA social statements are teaching and 
policy documents that provide broad 
frameworks to assist us in thinking about 
and discussing social issues in the 
context of faith and life. They are meant 
to help communities and individuals 
with moral formation, discernment and 
thoughtful engagement with current 
social issues as we participate in God’s 
work in the world. Social statements also 
set policy for the ELCA and guide its 
advocacy and work as a publicly 
engaged church. They result from an 
extensive process of participation and 
deliberation and are adopted by a two-
thirds vote of an ELCA churchwide 
assembly. 

*Recently added:  Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call to Action



Knowing what is right is hard!

It takes a lot of work to do the right 
thing. 

It takes a lot of listening to different 
opinions and choosing the correct 
demographic for research.

AKA- You shouldn’t research men 
to figure out what is best for 
women.

It also takes a lot of prayer and 
listening to God.



It’s ok to disagree, however…

Disagreement on Opinion, is 
different than disagreement on 
fact or beyond a reasonable doubt 
truth.

We must be willing to put aside 
our opinions if they interfere with 
the equity and freedom of others.

We are all God’s creatures, 
therefore anything we do that 
oppresses others cannot be part of 
God’s will.



What are we to do?

Become invested in other people’s 
problems!

Not in the gossipy nosey type of 
way, but in the advocate type of 
way.

We can be a tutor in the after 
school program, be someone’s ear 
to listen, donate financially to 
programs that help people, 
advocate for equity and freedom 
of all people.



More options

LAMPA (Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania) 
https://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org

Contact The Church Office, there is plenty to do at the 
church, I’m sure that you can find something you are 
passionate about here.

https://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org


Don’t be afraid to be vulnerable, you might get 
hurt, but that’s ok, God calls us to the trenches.

Remember that NONE of this is easy and to 
take steps not leaps. It took the disciples years 
in the physical presence of Christ to become 
true disciples, you get GRACE too. 

We are called forward, however, into the 
unknown and the dirty parts of society. That’s 
the way of Christ, and that's the way the ELCA 
is trying to lead with Social Statements.



-Micah 6:8

“God has shown you, O mortal, 
what is good. And what does the 
Lord require of you? To act justly 

and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” 



Any Questions?


