
 

SERMON MESSAGE 
“For The Common Good” 

May 31, 2020 
Day of Pentecost 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

I Corinthians 12:3b-13 | Acts 2:1-21 
John 20:19-23 

 
On Sunday May 24th, just last week, the 7th Sunday of 
Easter the headline of the New York Times was U. S. Deaths 
Near 100,000, an incalculable loss. The sub headline was: 
They were not simply names on a list. They were us. 
 
As we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit on this Sunday of 
Pentecost, we are stirred by the Holy Spirit to remember 
those who died in this pandemic. They were our siblings, our 
fellow citizens in this nation and part of our global 
community where over 300,000 have died. 
 
The New York Times printed 1,000 names of people from 
the United States not only on the first page but also on pages 
12, 13, and 14. It took 4 pages to list 1,000 names. 
 
Before listing the first name Dan Barry wrote: Numbers 
alone cannot possibly measure the impact of the coronavirus 
on America, whether it is the number of patients treated, 
jobs interrupted or lives cut short. As the country nears a 
grim milestone of 100,000 deaths attributed to the virus, the 
New York Times scoured obituaries and death notices of 
victims. The 1,000 people reflect just 1% of the toll. None 
were mere numbers. The first name listed; Patricia Dowd 57, 



 

San Jose, California, auditor in Silicon Valley and 999 names 
followed. 
 
Under what conditions did all those people die....one at a 
time - perhaps in an overcrowded hospital, with no family 
member at their bedside to say I love you; perhaps one may 
have died in a locked down nursing care facility, with their 
spouse peering helplessly though a window as a part of their 
life slipped away. They may have died in a subdivided city 
apartment, too sick, too frightened, to go to the hospital, 
with relatives far away. Many have endured being denied the 
grace of being present for a loved one’s last moments. 
Another quote from Dan Barry: Why has this happened in 
the United States in 2020? Why has the virus claimed a 
disproportionately large number of black and Latino 
victims? 
 
So imagine 100,000 spectators at a college football game on 
New Year’s Day and now those people are not here. 
 
For now, all we can do is hold our collective breath, inch 
toward some approximation of how things were- and try to 
process a loss of life greater than what the country incurred 
in several decades of war, from Vietnam to Iraq. Dan Barry 
 
I am sharing this with you on the Day of Pentecost because 
the listing of so many names takes my breath away. 
 
It is time for us all, to breathe in the Holy Spirit and breathe 
out love, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self control toward each other and all our 
global siblings. Breathe out the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
perhaps holding onto the gift of joy, because the anguish of 



 

this many people dying is important to feel as human beings 
living in family and community. 
 
What is inside of us? 
 
Based on the words of Jesus what is inside is the presence of 
the Holy Spirit - that is the gift poured upon that diverse 
crowd in Acts 2 and they all heard in their own languages 
about God’s deeds of power. The deeds of God’s power 
pour upon us the forgiveness of sins through the birth, life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. On that 
day of Pentecost Peter proclaims - everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved Acts 2;21. On this day of 
Pentecost we see the Body of Christ as it was on that first 
Pentecost - a multiracial, multilingual and multicultural 
people. That is what the Holy Spirit stirs us to be now, 
working for the common good of our multiracial, 
multilingual, multicultural national and global family. 
 
In John 20:21-22 Jesus said to them again , Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 
What does it look like when we have received the Holy 
Spirit? 
 

1.) What the scriptures make clear is that the presence 
of the Holy Spirit stirring lives sets people free, 
liberating them to do what they otherwise could 
not or would not do. The Holy Spirit sets us free 
from prejudice, anger, and hate. 

 
 



 

2.) Stirred by the Holy Spirit we share the good news 
of Christ’s death and resurrection. This good news 
offers forgiveness, healing, new life beyond death. 
It is Christ’s word we speak to those more than 
100,000 and more than 300,000 in the world, who 
have died due to COVID-19 and their families. 
Christ’s word is a life giving word. 
 

3.) Receiving the Holy Spirit and living a Pentecost 
life means speaking up and out against oppression 
and persecution and for fair wages for all. It means 
working for justice and a health care system 
available to all people. A health care system 
available to all would have saved lives. 

 
4.) Living a Pentecost life means knowing that we do 

not know what will happen tomorrow, but we are 
certain who holds the future securely. 

 
5.) What does receiving the Holy Spirit look like? 

Turn to I Corinthians 12:3b-8. 
No one can say “Jesus is Lord’ except by The Holy 
Spirit. Now there are varieties of services, but the 
same lord; and there are varieties of activities, but 
it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. 
 

Receiving the Holy Spirit is about working for the common 
good, the good of everyone, the care and security of all. A 
gift of the Holy Spirit is that we share4 our gifts with each 
other and all people because we care more about what is 
good for everyone, than we care about what is good just for 
us, just for our nation, just our town, just our family. 



 

Stirred that way by the HolySpirit is truly a gift from God 
and that is why a list of names of people who have died takes 
our breath away, so that we receive the breath of the Holy 
Spirit for the common good. 
 
Faced with this coronavirus you would hope we would be 
totally united for the common good, but instead we are not 
just staying apart, we are deeply divided - protesting in 
Minneapolis, Atlanta, Brooklyn and other places over the 
death of another black sibling, George Floyd. 
 
Breathe upon us Holy Spirit and harvest from us love, peace, 
kindness, and generosity for the good of all people and 
God’s garden. 
 


