
 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Holy Communion 
ELW Setting One 
February 23, 2020 

 

 
 
 

Introduction to the Day 

 
Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany 
cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins 
in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved 
Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us 
as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to 
Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. 

Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s 
liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season 

of Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 
 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
121 N. SPRING STREET 

MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 17057-1497 
Worship Services: Sundays 10:00 a.m.; 

Wednesday 10:00 a.m., Saturdays 5:00 p.m. 



 

THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH 

THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE 

        St. Peter’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation 
joining with Reconciling Works. 
 
        As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome and 
invite all of God’s people regardless of age, race, ethnicity, 
physical or mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or economic status. 
 
 

SERVING OUR CHURCH          February 22/23, 2020         
Preaching/Presiding         Pastor Richard Eckert 
Musicians   Martha Black, Jen Joyce, Bennett Williams 
Acolytes          Allison Evans, Adam Evans, Tori Mrakovich, 
                Minnie Mrakovich, Ella Young, Linnea Erickson 
Altar Guild                                      Barbara Jacobs 
Assisting Minister – February 22          Kathy Eckert 
                    February 23       Roger Erickson 
Bread Baker      Elizabeth Riemondy  
Bulletin Assemblers                     Barbara & Allen Jacobs 
Children’s Church        David Brown & Ellen Willenbecher 
Communion Assistants             Don Hossler, Nick Baldwin  
Communion Cups            Judy Borland & Margaret Dengler 
Communion Ushers           Glenn Evans & Bradley Erickson  
Greeter(s)                          Kendra Darrah & family 

 Lector                     Michael Knaub 
Opening/Closing Church            Ellen Willenbecher 
Scrip Assistant                     Stephanie Ponnett 
Ushers (February)      Allen Jacobs, Lee Shaffer, Douglas Hoy 

 
The + indicates the liturgy for Saturday night.



 

GATHERING 
 

+WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS/MINISTRY MOMENT 

 
PRELUDE       The Only Son From Heaven        J.S. Bach 
         Beautiful Savior                   J. Mansfield 

  
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Stand as you are able 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the eternal voice from heaven, 
the anointed and beloved one, 
the Spirit moving over the waters. 
Amen. 
 
As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, 
trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God who searches us and knows us, 
you have shown us what is good, 
but we have looked to other lights to find our way. 
We have not been just in our dealings with others. 
We have chosen revenge over mercy. 
We have promoted ourselves 
instead of walking humbly with you. 
With what shall we come before you? 
Forgive us our sin, 
and show us your salvation 
in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
you have not received the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit that is from God, 
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 
Receive the promise of baptism: 

You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are forgiven. 

Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.  Amen. 



 

GATHERING SONG   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  
             ELW 834 

 
+GREETING AND RESPONSE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE       Page 184 (verses 1,2) 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in 
the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, 
you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs 
with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Please be seated.  
 

WORD 
First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 
At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and 
forty nights. The “glory of the Lord” settled on the mountain, and on the 
seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain God gave Moses the 
stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments. 
12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and 
wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law 
and the commandment, which I have written for their 
instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and 
Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had 
said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and 
Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
  15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud 
covered the mountain. 16The glory of the Lord settled on Mount 
Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 



 

called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the 
glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the 
cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain 
for forty days and forty nights. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 99 (read responsively) 
Proclaim the greatness of the LORD; worship upon God’s holy hill. (Ps. 99:9) 
 1The LORD is king; let the people tremble. 
  The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth 
shake. 
 2The LORD, great in Zion, 
  is high above all peoples. 
 3Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome; 
  God is the Holy One. 
 4O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established 
equity; 
  you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.  
 5Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before 
God’s footstool; 
  God is the Holy One. 
 6Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel 
among those who call upon your name, O LORD, 
  they called upon you, and you answered them, 
 7you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; 
  they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave 
them. 
 8O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; 
  you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them 
for their evil deeds. 
 9Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s 
holy hill; 
  for the LORD our God is the Holy One.  



 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved 
Son. By the activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard 
through the word of scripture. 
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received 
honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was 
conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, 
my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard 
this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 
mountain. 
  19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. 
You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a 
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy 
of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved 
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand as you are able 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    What The World Needs Now 
                  See Handout 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed 
to Peter, James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the 
transfiguration. 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 
led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 



 

clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 
6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
“Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they 
saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered 
them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man 
has been raised from the dead.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
After The Children’s Sermon the Children will go to Luther Hall for 
Children’s Church.  They will return for Communion. 
 
+SERMON  
 
Stand as you are able  
HYMN OF THE DAY     How Good Lord, To Be Here!  
                                          ELW 315 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 



 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please be seated for the prayers.  
+PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Hear us, O God. 
Lord Listen to Your Children Praying 
(Each petition concludes with “Lord, listen to Your children praying.”) 

                               ELW 752 
+SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
Please stand and share the peace with those around you. 
Please be seated. 



 

Eucharistic Meal 
All are invited to share in Holy Communion. Come at the direction of the ushers and 
receive the Host from the pastor and receive the Cup from the communion assistants. 
Acolytes will give you a cup, after receiving Holy Communion return the cup to the 
acolyte.  Grape juice is available at the acolyte station for those who choose it. 
Children may come forward for a blessing and the Bread. If you are unable to move 
to the chancel for Holy Communion, the pastor will serve you at your seat. Gluten free 
wafers are available. Please let the Pastor know if you need a Gluten free wafer as you 
approach to receive the host. 

 
 OFFERING 
 
   OFFERTORY MUSIC  You Are So Beautiful      Jen Joyce &  
                                                            Bennett Williams 
 OFFERTORY RESPONSE         

 Psalm 51 
 Create in me a clean heart oh God 
 And renew a right spirit within me 
 Create in me a clean heart oh God 
 And renew a right spirit within me 
 Cast me not away from Your presence oh Lord 
 And take not Your Holy Spirit from me 
 Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation 
 And renew a right spirit within me 
 And renew a right spirit within me 
 And renew a right spirit within me 
 
 +OFFERING PRAYER  

God of wonder, 
you formed us in our mother’s womb, 
and from mother earth you bring forth this bread and wine. 
We place them on your table, 
together with our lives and all that you have made. 
Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. 
We wait for your mercy; 
we long for your peace; 
we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, 
our banquet of life.  Amen. 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
+PREFACE          
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
+PROPER PREFACE 
 
SANCTUS      Page 108 
 
+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
+LORD’S PRAYER    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
+INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table of mercy and joy. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
+LAMB OF GOD          Page 112 
Please be seated. 
 
+COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 Come Let Us Eat ELW 491 
 Beautiful Savior ELW 838 

Hallelujah by Rachel Kurtz  See Handout 



 

Stand as you are able 
 
+BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

   The body of Our Lord Jesus and his precious blood strengthen 
and keep you in true faith to everlasting life. Amen. 

  
 +PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 Faithful God, 
 you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 
 nourishing us with the gift of salvation. 
 Now send your servants forth in peace, 
 that we may testify to your goodness 
 and share the hope that is ours 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

Sending 
+BLESSING 
May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, 
and the source of our life together, 
keep you united in mind and purpose. 
And the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   Alleluia, Song Of Gladness   ELW 318 
    

 +DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, to do justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly 
with God. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
POSTLUDE   Shine, Jesus, Shine    Graham Kendrick/Wilkinson 
** If you’d like, please stay after the postlude to sing through some 
Transfiguration of our Lord hymns while Martha Black plays the organ. 
      

 



 

~ Our thanks to Martha Black, Jen Joyce & Bennett Williams 
for providing our music today! ~ 

 

The Lamp Candle for the month of February 
is dedicated to our acolytes for their service.  

 
The Altar Flowers are dedicated  

in memory of Gwendoline M. Scruggs  

by Tick Sinniger & Children 

   
 

Musicians for future Sundays: 
February 23rd – Martha Black, Jen Joyce & Bennett Williams 
March 1st – Spirit & Truth 
March 8th – Martha Black 
March 15th – Jen Joyce, Bennett Williams & friends 

 

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES: 
Please note we have acquired NEW hearing assistance devices!  

If you are in need of one during worship, they can be found at the 
back of the sanctuary, just ask an usher!  Please return them to 

the basket provided after worship. 

 
ST. PETER’S STAFF 

Everyone Serving and Caring for Others 
The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert, Pastor 

Bennett Williams, Coordinator of Music Ministry 
Martha Black, Organist 

Yaa Christopher, PhD, Coord. of Community, Youth and Family Ministry 
Amy Heckman, Coordinator of Church Care & Administration 
Church Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. – noon. Monday – Thursday 

(717)944-4651 
 

Web site: www.stpetersmiddletown.org 
E-mail address: ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org 

WMSS 91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am.  


