
SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2020 

 

 
 

Introduction to the Day 

 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating 
the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days 
after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy 

Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit 
arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to 
all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different 
capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these 

gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, 
empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are 
given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim 

God’s redeeming love to all the world. 
 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
121 N. SPRING STREET 

MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 17057-1497 
Worship Services: Wednesday 10am, Saturday 5pm  

and Sunday 10am 



THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH 

THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE 

God’s Purpose for St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is 
 to listen to God and one another, to invite, welcome, 

 and serve our neighbors in the community.  
(Purpose statement adopted by Church Council 10/2016) 

 
        St. Peter’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation 
joining with Reconciling Works. As a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation, we welcome and invite all of God’s people 
regardless of age, race, ethnicity, physical or mental abilities, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or economic 
status. 
 
 

SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE IN THE LITURGY 

 
Presiding and Preaching                      Pastor J. Richard Eckert 
Musicians                Martha Black, Jen Joyce, Sherri Knaub, 
                               John Ponnett, Dale Stipe, Bennett Williams 
 
 

Our 10am worship service is broadcast on  
WMSS 91.1FM at 11am.  

For Your Information…there is a locked mailbox on the 

church wall by the Little Library outside the parking lot doors.  
The box is checked each day for mail. 

Christ in Our Home and the Upper Room devotionals have 
been placed in the Little Library.  Since the Little Library is used 
by the community, please be mindful of washing your hands 
after selecting a book or devotional.  



GATHERING 
+WELCOME    
      
PRELUDE                Known                        Ben, Jen & friends     
It's so unusual it's frightening 
You see right through the mess inside me 
And You call me out to pull me in 
You tell me I can start again 
And I don't need to keep on hiding 
 
CHORUS: 
I'm fully known and loved by You 
You won't let go no matter what I do 
And it's not one or the other 
It's hard truth and ridiculous grace 
To be known fully known and loved by You 
I'm fully known and loved by You 
 
It's so like You to keep pursuing 
It's so like me to go astray, ooh 
But You guard my heart with Your truth 
The kind of love that's bullet proof 
And I surrender to Your kindness, oh 
 
CHORUS 
 
BRIDGE: 
How real, how wide 
How rich, how high is Your heart 
I cannot find the reasons why 
You give me so much 
How real, how wide 
How rich, how high is Your heart 
Now, I cannot find the reasons why 
You give me so much 
 
CHORUS 



In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG    Come Holy Ghost, God and Lord 
                                                                 ELW 395 verses 1,2,3 

 



 



+GREETING AND RESPONSE 
The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                             Page 184 (2 verses) 

 
 
 
 
 



+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of 
that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and 
rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son 
and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE               Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling   
                                                                          ELW 582 verse 1 



 



 
WORD 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after 
Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the 
disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem 
for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to 
the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 
together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 



 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ ” 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30) 
 24How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of 
your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too 
man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26There go the ships | to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
 27All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season.  
 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and 
return | to their dust. 



 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.  
 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
 35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah!  
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our 
God-given unity and Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of 
faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We 
need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given 
them to each person for the common good. 
3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and 
there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit 
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 
individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
  12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 



with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        Ubi Caritas/Know Me  
                                                                          Ben, Jen & friends     
UBI Caritas 
Latin -- Ubi caritas et amor, 
ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 

English -- 
Where true charity and love abide, 
God is dwelling there; God is dwelling there. 

KNOW ME   
Oh God, know me, Oh God, know me 
For Your Holiness is all I desire 
For Your Righteousness is all I desire 
Oh, God, know me 
 
Oh God, hold me, Oh God, hold me 
For Your Holiness is all I desire 
For Your Righteousness is all I desire 
Oh, God, hold me 
 
Oh God, forgive me, Oh God, forgive me 
For Your Holiness is all I desire 
For Your Righteousness is all I desire 
Oh, God, forgive me 
 
Oh God, heal me, Oh God, heal me 
For Your Holiness is all I desire 
For Your Righteousness is all I desire 
Oh, God, heal me 



The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 20:19-23 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, 
and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise To You, O Christ 
 

+SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       Spirit of Gentleness       ELW 396  
                                                                                  verses 1,2,4 



 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord In Your Mercy, 
Hear Our Prayer. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
ANTHEM                    Be Still           Ben, Jen & friends 
 
Be still and know that I'm with you 
Be still and know that I am here 
Be still and know that I'm with you 
Be still, be still, and know 
When darkness comes upon you 
And colors you with fear and shame 
Be still and know that I'm with you 
And I will say your name 
If terror falls upon your bed 
And sleep no longer comes 
Remember all the words I said 
Be still, be still, and know 
And when you go through the valley 
And the shadow comes down from the hill 
If morning never comes to be 
Be still, be still, be still 
If you forget the way to go 
And lose where you came from 
If no one is standing beside you 
Be still and know I am 
Be still and know that I'm with you 
Be still and know I am 



SENDING 
+BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN      Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove     ELW 578 verses 1,2,6 



 
 
 



+DISMISSAL 
Rejoicing in the power of the Resurrection, 
go in peace to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with 
God.  Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE       Joy of My Desire                  Randolph/Fettke 
 

~ Thank you to Martha Black, Jen Joyce, Sherri Knaub, 
John Ponnett, Dale Stipe, Bennett Williams 

for providing our music today ~ 
 
 
 

 
The Lamp Candle for the month of May is dedicated   

to our musicians, who continue to provide music for us each 
week during this time apart. 

 
The Altar Flowers are dedicated in memory of 

Anna & John Fager 
by Karen & Tim Ainsley. 

 
The Bulletins are dedicated  

to all the first responders & those working to provide essential 
items so the rest of us are able to shelter in place.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ST. PETER’S STAFF  
Everyone Serving and Caring for Others  

 
The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert, Pastor  

Bennett Williams, Coordinator of Music Ministry  
Martha Black, Organist  

Yaa Christopher, PhD, Coord. of Community, Youth 
 and Family Ministry  

Amy Heckman, Coordinator of Church Care & Administration  
Website: www.stpetersmiddletown.org  

(717)944-4651  
E-mail address: ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org WMSS 

91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am. 

http://www.stpetersmiddletown.org/

