
 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
January 24, 2021 

 

 
 

Introduction to the Day 

 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the 
call to discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal 

calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the 
good news and calling people to repentance right after John the 
Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that 
John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of 

discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they 
have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish 

for people. 
 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
121 N. SPRING STREET 

MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 17057-1497 
Our Worship Service can be heard on  
WMSS 91.1 every Sunday at 11:00am 



 

THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH 

THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE 

        St. Peter’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation 
joining with Reconciling Works. 
 
        As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome and 
invite all of God’s people regardless of age, race, ethnicity, 
physical or mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or economic status. 
 
 

SERVING OUR CHURCH               January 24, 2021         
Presiding/Preaching                  Pastor Eckert 
Musicians      Adam Evans, Emily Walak, Jeremy Railing, 
                                      Bennett Williams, Martha Black  
 
 

Our service is broadcast every Sunday on  
WMSS 91.1FM at 11am.  

 
 
 

** It has been determined by Church Council, our 

COVID Task Team & Pastor Eckert that we will not hold 

in-person/indoor services through the  

month of January. 
 

 

 



 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE    Will You Come and Follow Me     ELW 798 v 1, 2 
 
WELCOME 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



 

How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice 
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  O Christ, Our Light   ELW 675 
            v. 1,2,5 
1 O Christ, our light, O Radiance true, 
 shine forth on those estranged from you, 
 and bring them to your home again, 
 where their delight shall never end. 
 
2 Fill with the radiance of your grace 
 the wand’rers lost in error’s maze. 
 Set free all those whose hearts and minds 
 some deep delusion haunts and binds. 
 
5 Make theirs with ours a single voice 
 uplifted, ever to rejoice 
 with wond’ring gratitude and praise 
 to you, O Lord, for boundless grace. 
 
+GREETING AND RESPONSE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your 
service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your 
call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



 

WORD 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a 
one-sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s 
dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader 
to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, 
saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it 
the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was 
an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began 
to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty 
days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people 
of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, 
great and small, put on sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had 
said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 62 (will be sung) 
Only in God is my soul at rest  
In Him comes my salvation  
He only is my Rock  
My strength and my salvation  
My stronghold my Savior  
I shall not be afraid at all  
My stronghold my Savior  
I shall not be moved 
Only in God is my soul at rest  
In Him comes my salvation  

 

 



 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He 
does, however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of 
God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from 
now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had 
none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, 
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and 
those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those 
who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. 
For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Listen, God Is Calling  

   ELW 513  v 1,2 
Refrain 
 (Listen,) 

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 
 offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
 (Listen,)  

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 
 offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
 
1 (Jesus gave his mandate:) 
 share the good news 
 (that he came to save us) 
 and set us free.  Refrain 
2 (Let none be forgotten) 
 throughout the world. 
 (In the triune name of God), go and baptize.  Refrain 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 



 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes 
known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. 
Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending 
the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

  ELW 815 v. 1,2,3 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
 I want to follow Jesus. 
 God set the stars to give light to the world. 
 The star of my life is Jesus. 
 
Refrain 
 In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
 I want to look at Jesus. 



 

 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
 and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 
 
3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
 I want to be with Jesus. 
 When we have run with patience the race, 
 we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
…let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

 +LORD’S PRAYER    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  



 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANTHEM        Almost There       from the Princess and the Frog 
 
Mama! I don't have time for dancing! 
That's just gonna have to wait a while 
Ain't got time for messing around 
And it's not my style 
This old town can slow you down 
People taking the easy way 
But I know exactly where I'm going 
I'm getting closer and closer every day 
And I'm almost there 
I'm almost there 
People down here think I'm crazy But I don't care 
Trials and tribulations I've had my share 
There ain't nothing gonna stop me now 
'Cause I'm almost there 
I remember Father told me "Fairytales can come true 
You gotta make 'em happen 
It all depends on you" 
So I work real hard each and every day 
Now things for sure are going my way 
Just doing what I do 
Look out boys, I'm coming through 
And I'm almost there 
I'm almost there 
People gonna come here from everywhere 
And I'm almost there 
I'm almost there 
There's been trials and tribulations 
You know I've had my share 
But I've climbed the mountain 
I've crossed the river 
And I'm almost there, I'm almost there, I'm almost there! 
 



 

Sending 
BLESSING 
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  ELW 547  
                                            v 1,2 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 
2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 
 

  



 

 DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Do justice, love kindness & 
walk humbly with God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE            Follow Me                  by John Denver 
       

 
The Lamp Candle for the month of January  

is dedicated to the volunteers who serve  
the church in many different ways. 

 
The Altar Flowers are dedicated to  

Ray Thompson in honor of his birthday 
by a friend 

 
The Bulletins are dedicated to those  

who have birthdays in January.  

 

 
DEDICATIONS…Below is a list of upcoming available dates 
for dedications of altar flowers or bulletins.  If you’d like to 
reserve one of the dates below, please contact the church office at 
717-944-4651 or send an email to 
Parish.Secretary@stpetersmiddletown.org 
 
5th Sunday of January – Altar Flowers 
February – Lamp Candle 
1st Sunday of February – Altar Flowers & Bulletins 
2nd Sunday of February – Bulletins 
3rd Sunday of February - Bulletins 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Parish.Secretary@stpetersmiddletown.org


 

ST. PETER’S NEWS              January 24, 2021  
We remember in our prayers those 80 years and older 
celebrating their birthdays in January: Mae Stum (10), Mildred 
Stouffer (12), Ray Thompson (18), Patricia Boyer (24), Mary 
Houser (24), Larry Lingle (31).  (If you’d like to send a 
birthday card, contact the church office for addresses 
717-944-4651) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 
Bill Anton, Kendrick Breininger, Janet Brubaker, Savannah 
DeHart, Chris Green, Anna Herr, Joyce Koch, Ida Kramer, 
Kiersten Kwiatkowski, Virginia Long, Elaine Matson, Tina 
Polito, Blanche Reider, Libby Riemondy, Erin Selcher, Jean 
Smink, Mary Snavely, Sam Stum, Sally Thomas, Ellen 
Willenbecher, Ron Wise Sr., Jeremy, Emily & Theodore Wise, 
Johnny Womer, Denise Wren, Peggy Zubeck. 
 
*Names added to the prayer list will be removed at the end of each 
month, unless we are asked to keep the name on the list for an 
extended period of time. Please continue to update Pastor Eckert, he 
will update the congregation as appropriate* 

 
 

**SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES** 
Brandon Cook, Gabriel Goldsborough, Jordane Cleckner, 

Edgar Lopez, Hunter Magaro, John Pappas, Corbin Stetler, 
Colton Stone, Aaron Williams 

 

Our prayers & the comfort of our Christian faith are with the 

family of Dorsey Matson.  Dorsey passed away on January 

21st.  Our prayers are with Elaine & family. 
 

 We are currently planning for virtual Services on 

Wednesdays during Lent.  If you and /or your family would 

like to participate in reading any part of the Wednesday services, 
please call or email the church office.  717-944-4651 or 

Parish.Secretary@stpetersmiddletown.org  
 



 

NOTE  OF  THANKS… 

Thank you for your generosity in this year's Giving Tree.  The 
parents were so grateful that you helped make some 
Christmas wishes come true for their children.  The families 
included in the Giving Tree are part of our year-round 
community ministry so their relationship to us is meaningful to 
them.  Thank you! 
 

 The Food Pantry is in need of non-perishable items.  Please 

drop off any donations to the church during office hours, 

Monday through Thursday, 8:30 – 12pm or call before you 
arrive to ensure someone is here. 

 Giving Envelopes are ready to be picked up.  Please call the 

church office, 717-944-4651, to arrange for a pick up or let us 

know if someone can drop them off to you. 

 

 The Dauphin county office of the aging provides a 
well-balanced hot lunch meal for delivery to residents of 
Dauphin County. Lunch meals are delivered five days a week 
(Monday through Friday) by volunteers who observe, in the 
brief contact, the wellbeing of the homebound individual 
receiving the meal.  To request home delivered meals, 
please contact the Dauphin County Area Agency on 
Aging at (717) 780-6130. 
 

 Please Prayerfully consider accepting a congregational 

responsibility by being one of the three persons to serve on your 

CHURCH COUNCIL,there will be three council seats available in 

2021. 

 

 The booklets, CHRIST in our HOME and THE UPPER 
ROOM are available in the THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY by 
the parking lot entrance OR call the Church to ensure 
someone is in the building before you visit or if you want the 
devotionals mailed (717-944-4651). 
 

 

 

 



 

 When we struggle with our mental health, God blesses us 

with mental health professionals who can care for us and 

restore our well-being.  When our souls are disquieted, we can 

and should turn to God in Prayer, and we should also take 

advantage of the gifts of healing, God gives through caregivers 

God has called to help us. (Excerpted from Oct. 29, 2020 

Christ in our Home) 

 

 If you need information on Pennsylvania resources to 
get help with mental health or addiction issues call the Pa. 
support and referral helpline at 1-855-284-2494. Program 
operated by the pa, dept of human services.  
 
 Contact Helpline local information , referral and listening 

confidential and anonymously dial (717) 652-4987 

 

 NEED HEALTH INSURANCE ?    The 

Pennsylvania State Insurance Department should be contacted at 
https://pennie.com/learn/how-to-enroll/   OR telephone 
1-844-844-8040.  The enrollment period ends  January 15, 
2021.   However if you suddenly lost your health insurance after 
Jan 15, 2021 you may be able to get help through the state 
program  by calling the above number. 
 

 If you need financial help with your rent or mortgage payments  

AND/OR mediation to  possibly ease the amount of payment  call 

PA-211 for the latest information on agencies that could possibly 

help you.  On your phone DIAL 211.  

 Heating Assistance / LIHEAP  The 

2020-2021 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program is now 

open! The season is scheduled to close on April 9, 2021.  The Low 

Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) helps 

families living on low incomes pay their heating bills in the form of 

a cash grant. Households in immediate danger of being without heat 

can also qualify for crisis grants.  The cash grant is a one-time 

https://pennie.com/learn/how-to-enroll/


 

payment sent directly to the utility company/fuel provider to be 

credited on your bill. These grants range from $200 to $1,000 based 

on household size, income, and fuel type. Remember: This is a grant 

and does not have to be repaid. There are two ways to apply for 

LIHEAP:   Online:  www.compass.state.pa.us  OR  

Call-Dauphin county 717-265-8919, Lancaster county 

717-299-7543 or call the LIHEAP hotline at 1-866-857-7095.  

After your application is reviewed, you will receive written notice 

explaining your eligibility and the amount of assistance you will 

receive. Please allow 30 days for a response. 

  WIC….Eligibility for WIC-Woman and Infants 

Children: 

- Be a woman who is pregnant or had a baby in the past 6 

months or 12 months if breastfeeding 

- Have infants and children under the age of 5 

- Have a household gross income that does not exceed 185 

percent of the U.S. Poverty Income Guidelines. For 

example, a family of four can earn up to $45,510 

annually effective July 1, 2017, and be income eligible 

for the WIC Program.  Each unborn infant is included in 

the household size. 

- Must also have a qualifying medical or nutrition risk, 

which is determined at the WIC certification 

appointment. 

- Proof of pregnancy stating due date (if applicable) 
Call your local WIC office …….Middletown Clinic – Phone: 717-836-6067 
The clinic is conducted at St Peters, for more information call WIC at 
717-836-6067. 

 

 God-with-us in all our days, we praise you for your presence in our 

endings and beginnings. 

 

 The days are cold and short.  The challenges in front of us are 

hard.  And there is a light.  Let’s use the brightness of the season to 

carry us through to the other side.  We’re almost there, keep the 

love, light and happiness flowing. 

 

http://www.compass.state.pa.us/


 

 Each day Jesus challenges us to put out into the deep despite our 

misgivings and lack of faith and , in the process, to be astounded by 

a surprising harvest.  Venture into the deep waters for the sake of 

others. (summarized from Luke 5:1-11, Christ in our Home, Jan. 9, 2021) 

 

ST PETER'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Treasurer Report for Keynotes 1/11/21 to 1/15/21 

  
Needed weekly = $6,466.00 

 
Needed Y T D (1) = $12,932.00 

 
Received last wk = $15,240.20 

 
Received Y T D = $27,651.67 

 
Expended last wk = $6,529.32 

 
Expended Y T D = $8,222.84 

 

YTD Receipts less Exp  $19,428.83 

 
 

SERVING ST. PETER’S  
Everyone Serving and Caring for Others 

 
 The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert, Pastor  

Moses Kavishe, Coordinator of Together 
Bennett Williams, Coordinator of Music Ministry  

Martha Black, Organist  
Amy Heckman, Coordinator of Church Care & Administration  

 
Website: www.stpetersmiddletown.org    

(717)944-4651  
E-mail address: ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org  

WMSS 91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am. 

http://www.stpetersmiddletown.org/
mailto:ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org

